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"The individual's whole experience is built upon the plan of his language."

 ~ Henri Delacroix

When French philosopher Henri Delacroix made this comment, he succinctly captured the fundamental power of language to affect the way an individual perceives and engages the external world. The nuances and inflections of language are more than vehicles for articulating our superficial thoughts. Language is the instrument that conveys our deepest passions, our sorrows, our regrets and our faith, and as such, it transcends its role as simply a carrier of ideas and becomes the cornerstone of our collective human identity. Language binds us to friends, family, acquaintances and even strangers. Consequently, when our ability to speak clearly and concisely is compromised, we lose more than access to words; we lose some of our innate ability to connect with others. While there are other systems at our disposal, none is as uniformly significant to building human relationships as spoken and written language.

 This sentiment has become increasingly relevant for me since I graduated from the University of North Carolina at Wilmington with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English and had the chance to take on several communication-based positions. It was, in fact, my current position as a special education editor for LRP Publications, a Florida-based publishing company, that opened my eyes to the possibility of using language to change the way others experience the world.  In this position, I write about special education law at length and speak with attorneys extensively regarding the provisions of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  However, while writing about special education law gave me a comprehensive understanding of the specifications of individualized education programs and related service provisions, it also sparked in me a strong desire to be on the front lines of these processes and impassioned me to help students with communication needs receive appropriate services.  Consequently, I plan to pursue my Master of Education degree in Communication Disorders so that I might use my knowledge of special education law and the English language to improve the quality of life for the children I serve by improving their capacity for connecting with those around them.  As a school-based speech language pathologist, I hope to positively affect the way that these students are able to present themselves to the world and engage with their communities throughout childhood and the rest of their lives. 
I am also passionate about literacy and am excited about the opportunity to integrate literacy-building components into therapy sessions.  For young children, receiving accurate auditory input and translating that into reading and writing skills is at the heart of their abilities to excel throughout their school careers.  These skills are tied to accurate speech production because a problem within one system inevitably compromises the efficiency of the other.  Language skills provide the foundation for the competencies and curiosities that children require to explore their world. 
Furthermore, I feel strongly about providing extensive family education in conjunction with individual therapy.  Since a child’s success is so critically tied to his support at home — in addition to in the therapy room — providing parents with strategies to understand and strengthen their children’s communication is essential.  I am excited to partner with parents in this therapeutic role because such efforts could drastically improve the child’s quality of life for the duration of therapy and in the future. These strategies also can give parents the skills they need to strengthen the bonds within their immediate families. 
My background as a reporter and editor has enhanced my time management and research skills, as well as given me an exacting eye for detail and accuracy, which I think will translate well into my role as a clinician.  Furthermore, my workplace experiences, beginning with my role as news editor of my college newspaper, have honed my sense of professionalism. In my workplace, I have been asked to serve as a leader, which has required me to make well-researched decisions and execute them, while engaging in peer mentoring along the way. These practices have provided me with the maturation and leadership savvy required of a clinician.  
I am ready and eager to build on my understanding of language and special education law with comprehensive and detailed graduate work in speech and language pathology. North Carolina Central University seems like the perfect place to begin my journey toward becoming an SLP because the faculty members in the Communication Disorders program are committed to providing a rigorous education to their students. Because the work of SLPs so deeply affects the quality of their clients’ lives, it is critical to be part of a graduate study program with exacting professors who reflect the comprehensive, demanding nature of speech pathology in their teaching.  
